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Roy`s sermon for February 28, 2021 

Acts 10:39-48 ‘To Him We Must Testify!’ 
 

In last week's message we looked at Acts 10:29-39 under the heading ‘You Know; And The Good 

News’, and I explained that in Cornelius's prayer there was a specific request. This was as in Acts 2 

after Peter's sermon: “What shall we do?” Although Cornelius had done all of the good things, 

(prayer, gifts to the poor and also possessing a godly character), he still lacked that one crucial 

ingredient for salvation: Jesus!  

V30-32 Cornelius, in the presence of a large gathering of family and friends, recounts that vision 

which he had received from God. V33a: He responded immediately and sent for Peter. 33b: they 

were “all here”  And it was not just physically. They were all there, mind body and soul! They were 

ready. They were waiting with anticipation to hear that message which God had given to Peter that 

would be the truth about Jesus, that was going to set them free!   

And so with all of those non- Jews eagerly awaiting Peter`s every word, he finally understood the 

vision which he had received from God of that great sheet, filled with the world's animals, fish and 

reptiles. V34 “God does not show favouritism.” Yes, the only place where humanity is truly equal, 

(man, woman and child, black, red, yellow and white), is when they stand before God! Equally 

condemned for sin and also equally saved by Jesus` Blood!  V36 and 37 “You know”,  “You know” 

what has been said of Jesus!  

Romans 1:19-21 “men are without excuse” Because  God has revealed Himself in His Creation! But 

now because of Jesus, we are even more accountable to Him for our sin, so to speak. Yes all of those 

things they knew. Jesus didn't live and do His ministry in secret. V39a  “We are witnesses of 

everything he did in the country of the Jews and Jerusalem.”  Yes, “the good news” about salvation 

through Jesus had been preached. Not in secret or obscurity, but throughout the centre of the 

Jewish world!  

This is where we pick up the narrative this morning as Peter continues his message to his non- 

Jewish hearers! Acts 10:39-48 ‘To Him Whom We Testify!’  V39 “We are witnesses of everything he 

did in the country of the Jews and Jerusalem.”  Friends, this is so important for us and our testimony 

of Jesus to grasp and hold onto. We could so easily just glance over this statement. But if someone 

questions us about our faith in Jesus, (even calling into question our trust in the Bible as an historical 

document), look again at these words: “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the 

Jews and Jerusalem.”  

Beloved,  Peter could well make this statement, because we learn from the gospel of John 1:35-42, 

that after John and Andrew, (Peter's brother), heard Jesus` teaching, Andrew goes and get Simon. 

John 1:42 and “he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. 

You will be called Cephas, which when translated is Peter.”  So when Peter claims that he is a 

“witness of everything which Jesus did”, he is stating the truth. He was the 3rd disciple called by 

Jesus, and he was present with Him throughout the whole of the Lord's three year ministry and 

mission! Yes he was there throughout Jesus` ministry. He was there at Jesus` trial. He was there at 

the Lord's Crucifixion and he was there after Jesus` resurrection! Friends, this factual evidence 

should be important to us because it is important to Peter, as he seeks to give  testimony and 

validity to the life, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ!   
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Now brothers and sisters, I know that we are called to believe by faith. And indeed  true faith is 

believing without seeing. But we are not called to believe blindly. What I mean is, why is all this 

evidence of God recorded in His Word if it is not important? What is the Bible anyway  if it is not the 

Truth of and about God, and also His dealings with His people! As someone has said; What is history 

if it is not His, Story. God's Story of mankind. And the Bible, being God's particular dealings with His 

People!  

So if we are to testify about our faith in God through Jesus to others, when given Providence by Him 

we ask them: Who do you think Jesus was? And when they answer us we asked them “Well how did 

you come to that conclusion?”  What is interesting is, that like Satan, their answer will often involve 

the misuse or the misquoting of the Bible, which then gives us an opening. We can then say ‘well 

let's have a look at it!’ You see, Peter (who was a flesh and blood man and who lived in history as an 

historic character), says that he was a “witness of everything that Jesus did”! The man Jesus Christ is 

not a myth or a legend or a phantom of history. He is God he become man in the flesh. He was born 

of a woman. He lived a real life. He died at the hands of the Jewish authorities, and yet he rose again 

from the dead! As I mentioned last week, the non- Christian Jewish historian Josephus, records these 

very things.  

Brethren let me explain: It`s not that knowing the evidence leads to faith, that comes from God 

through Jesus by the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. But having a firm grasp of the evidential facts 

about Jesus` life, his death, his resurrection and ascension into heaven, are important tools of our 

defence of that faith! Look again at Peter's words as he continues his testimonial message, about 

Jesus. Again v39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem” 

What is he saying? We saw it all first hand. No one had to tell us about those things, we saw them 

with our own eyes. Yes all of the events which you have heard about over the past three years, we 

didn't need to hear about. We were there! Jesus really did all of those things which you have heard 

about and more amongst the Jews, but they had him killed. 39b-40 “they killed him by hanging him 

on a tree, but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.”  

Now about this “God raising him from the dead”, Matthew Henry gives us a profound insight, as he 

explains that Jesus didn't escape or break out of hell, so to speak. He was released by the gaoler, 

having served the sentence and having paid the price for the sin of His People!  John 10:17-18 “the 

reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life only to take it up again. No one takes it from 

me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 

again. This command I received from my Father.” Yes Jesus freely laid down His life for His People. 

He was not forced into this situation, and in like manner, again, He didn't escape from hell, He was 

set free by God, having served the sentence and having paid the price for the sin of His People!  

And Beloved, we need to remember that Jesus did these things through His humanity. It wasn't His 

eternalness or His Deity which enabled Him to do this. That price of suffering and death which He 

paid, He paid as a man! Yes He did those things that you and I were unable to do. He lived a sinless 

life and died an innocent, sinless, selfless death, that we might be set free from that prison cell of 

hell!  

And notice, “God caused Him to be seen” This again goes to our testimony of Him. Without His 

resurrection we have no Salvation. If He didn't burst forth from the grave having been released by 

God, we are without hope of our own resurrection. 1 Corinthians 15:19 “if only for this life we have 

hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men.” Paul puts it to us that, if it is only for this life 

we seek to honour God with our obedience and our devotion to Him, with no hope of a future 

eternal life, we truly are the most miserable of creatures. Because Jesus would have not been who 
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He claimed to be. Why  believe in and follow Jesus if He were only a man? Granted He was an 

extraordinary man, but without His resurrection from the dead and His ascension into heaven He is 

still only a man. Not God become man!  

Yes, “God caused him to be seen.” V41 “He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom 

God had already chosen, by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.” As I 

explained some weeks ago, there are no chance meetings, no coincidence no such things as luck 

here. But all of the sovereignty, orchestrating and choosing of God! As Peter Marshall said two 

weeks ago when beginning his series on the life of Abram/ Abraham, why choose Abraham?  Why 

choose Peter? Why choose Cornelius and his family? And why choose you and I? Well the answer is 

simply because it is God's choice, and it pleased Him to do so.  

Can you see? That God had already chosen those people to whom Jesus would appear. They were 

not randoms. They were not storytellers with great imaginations no. They were people who knew 

Jesus. They knew Him before His death, and after His death and resurrection. The point is, that they 

knew Him. And they could faithfully and with credibility, testify that He was alive, was murdered and 

was alive again! Yes they were, “chosen by God” They were those “who ate and drank with him”, 

before and after the grave. At one time He even appeared to  around 500 people who had known 

Him.  

Again brothers and sisters, it is not that these evidential things are that upon which our faith in 

Christ is founded, no. But according to Peter, this factual evidence bears witness to the validity of 

that testimony which we would make concerning that One whom we would proclaim to the 

perishing world around us!  

Peter continues in verse 42 “he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one whom God appointed to judge the living and the dead.” Friends, did you notice what the 

message was which Jesus gave Peter and the other apostles to preach? Yes what they were 

COMMANDED to preach.” It wasn't a message of ‘gentle Jesus meek and mild’. It wasn't that all 

roads or faiths lead to God. It wasn't that we can live any way that we see fit, and that God will 

accept us just the way we are, no. None of the above. It is that “Jesus has been appointed by God to 

judge the living and the dead”. That is what they were commanded by Jesus Himself to preach and 

to testify. That the Almighty Judge of all humanity, and also of all creation is coming!  

Over these past months now, each time we have heard Peter preach, he has laid the responsibility 

for Jesus` Death down at his hearer`s feet!  He, in effect, does the same thing here. Warning that the 

judge of the universe is coming. Yes this is the message that he preached to the first non- Jewish 

church. Judgement is coming.  

But of course, that is not the end of it!  V43: “all the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name” Friends,, this is the gospel message of 

Christ. Yes this is our testimony that we carry to others. We are all deserving of death so the Judge 

and judgement is coming. But praise God for His Grace, that in the midst of that judgement, in Jesus, 

Mercy is found! Yes, “everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

It is that simple. It is not a complicated equation. You don't not need a degree to understand it. It is, 

(even as I closed with the words of George Whitfield last week simply), come to Jesus dear friend. 

Yes come, nay, run to Jesus dear Sinner and he will set you free. Peter tells them that “all the 

prophets testify about him”. Peter`s preaching testified about Him. “All the prophets testified about 

him.” Cornelius, (and all of you who are gathered here), everything which you have read of in the 
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scriptures is about Jesus. Yes from Genesis (through Moses) to Malachi, it has always all been about 

Jesus!  

Brothers and sisters, the message is still the same. The Judge and judgement is coming. So we need 

to come to Jesus while there is still time. Brethren, Peter had a powerful, non compromising 

message for all of these non- Jewish believers. And now the Holy Spirit has an even more powerful 

one for Peter and the six disciples who had come with him, from Joppa!  Because now he would see 

before his very eyes the beginning of the fulfilment of that vision which he had received from God. 

That great sheet with the world`s creatures coming down out of heaven. Peter seeing them as 

unclean because they were all mixed together. Unclean creatures touching the clean, therefore they 

too were made unclean, according to Jewish law. Well now Peter has begun to understand that 

God's People come from the whole world, with no regards to race or standing. He can eat with and 

preach freely to the Gentiles, because they will be God`s people too. Yes amongst every tribe and 

tongue will be found the people of God!  

And to confirm these very things, we have what I like to call the second Pentecost. The Pentecost of 

the Gentiles!  V44: “while Peter was still speaking these words , the Holy Spirit came on all who 

heard the message.” Yes, here before us we have the birth of that worldwide, universal Church of 

God, through which (like that great sheet suspended by its corners), God would call His People from 

the four corners of the world! Friends, there is no modern day Pentecostal or second blessing here. 

As I've already explained earlier in this series, these were people who had not yet been saved. Just 

like the thief on the cross, their being born again comes at that very moment, as God washes their 

souls by sending His Spirit! The Father sends the Comforter but once, into the hearts and souls of 

men, women and children. There is never the need for a top up! No the very moment we are saved 

is the same moment that God's Spirit is sent to dwell in us for all eternity! And just as on the day of 

Pentecost, here at Cornelius's home, it happens collectively to herald in the inauguration of Jesus to 

the Gentile world, to the amazement of the Jewish Christians! V 45-46 “the circumcised believers 

who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even 

upon the Gentiles For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.” ‘We've seen this 

before’, they must have thought to themselves. ‘Can this be possible? Can this be true? These are 

not Jews. These are not even Samaritans. These are Romans and slaves!’ 

Again brothers and sisters, this event went against everything which these men held to be true. Jews 

didn't mix with Gentiles. God was their God. Throughout their history He had taken ownership of 

them as His People, and they had owned Him as their God. But this mixing of peoples they did not 

understand. Their whole biblical history taught them that they were to be separate from the other 

nations. And yet what they saw they could not deny. The Spirit of God had come upon these non- 

Jews, in the very same way that He had done so upon the Jewish believers on the day of Pentecost! 

And yet if they truly knew their scriptures, it would all make sense. Micah 5:4 “He will stand and 

Shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the Majesty and the name of the Lord his God. And 

they will live securely for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth”; V5a “and he will be 

their peace”; Malachi 5:11 “My name will be great among the nations from the rising to the setting 

of the sun. In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought to my name, because my name 

will be great among the nations”, says the Lord Almighty.”  

Yes (Job, Ruth, Rahab the harlot), God's intention was always that in His time, both Jew and Gentile 

would bow down together and worship Him through Jesus. Again, Micah 5:5 “And he will be their 

Peace.” Yes Jesus is the Prince of Peace! Well it was all happening before their very eyes. The eyes of 

these seven Jewish Christian men. What does it all mean? May I suggest, that Peter had not as yet 

shared his vision with them. But here it all was. Just as at Pentecost, the Gentile believers too were 
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all “filled with the Holy Spirit and speaking with other tongues” (other discernible languages) Praising 

God. V46b: “then Peter said, “Can anyone keep these people from being baptised with water? They 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.”  The gentiles now were not just believing in God, they 

too were testifying for Christ! They had already received the substance of baptism, (they had been 

washed with the Blood of Jesus by the Holy Spirit), it would be madness to withhold from them the 

external symbol, the washing with water, Peter says. V48 Peter orders it to be done so, “In the name 

of Jesus Christ,” with this beautiful footnote, “then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few 

days.”  

Beloved, this desire to be amongst God's People so that we can experience that fellowship of His 

Presence as we gathered together in His Name, is at the very heart of the Christian faith! There is a 

terrible illness amidst Christendom today, throughout our modern world of convenience, which is 

pervading the church. It has become even worse during these COVID-19 times. And it's the solitary 

Christian, which is actually a contradiction in terms! The online thing has been a great blessing in 

many ways. It has helped people stay together while they were forced to be apart. And yet as is 

man's way, we turn a blessing into something sinful. We have now out there the cyber Christian. And 

friends, this is a deep pit to fall into. The wretched idea that we can stay home and get our fill of 

Christ online, and that will sustain us, truly is Satan`s snare. Hebrews 10:25 “let us not neglect 

meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day approaching.”  Satan whispers to us ‘Stay home today. It makes no 

difference. No one will notice. No one will even care. Get your church online. That will do you’. But 

of course we know he lies.  

The church is not the place, it's the people. The church is the Body of Christ. How can we be part of 

His Body when we are off on our own? I've said it many times, being Christian is not a solitary 

existence. Yes sermons online are a great tool, but we must beware that they don't become an even 

greater trap which we fall into, and we end up as a cyber Christian, with no need for anyone unless 

we want something from them!  

So how do we tie these things together this morning? Well, really with only one basic truth. We are 

all called to be Christ`s Witnesses. Yes, we are all called to testify to Jesus, and what He has done for 

us in our lives because Jesus the Judge is coming. Peter was commanded to preach it. Cornelius was 

filled with the Holy Spirit to declare it. And you and I are called by God to receive it and proclaim it to 

the world!  

So Beloved as we do, in our hearts let us cry ‘Come Lord Jesus, come!’ 

Let's pray!  


