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Roy`s Sermon for the 20/6/2021  

1 Peter 1:21 ‘At The Name Of Jesus!’ 
 

Last time we looked at v18-20 of 1 Peter 1 under the heading ‘Nothing But The Blood Of Jesus’. We 

saw that, unlike all of the other religions around the world, biblical Christianity, is the only belief 

system that does not require its followers to make any kind of payment to receive the end goal, 

because Jesus has made that payment for us on our behalf. V18-19 “for you know it was not with 

perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed 

down to you by your forefathers, but with the precious blood  Christ, a lamb without blemish or 

defect.”  I explained that the most precious resource from all eternity past, present, and future (not 

only for men but to God Almighty Himself) is of course the poured out blood of His One and Only 

Son! 

I also explained just how powerfully and profoundly this truth had struck me. I reflected on the 

reality of ever doing such a thing with my own son or my own daughter, that which God has done for 

me. Yes the most precious and rare of all resources was spilled drop by drop for you, for me. And 

there will never, ever, be even one more single drop ever to be spilled again! There are no more 

sacrifices to be made by which mankind may be saved. John 1:29 “behold the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world.” Yes such was the Father's love for us, that He gave of that which 

was most precious to Him, that our relationship with Him may be restored. The Blood of Jesus is 

precious!  

V20: God even did this in His eternal  mind’s eye, before the creation of the world. Knowing, what 

we would be, and how we would reject and betray Him and His authority over us, yes God still gave 

of His Son for us, before the world came into being! And these things have been revealed to us “in 

these last times.” 2 Timothy 4:12 “in view of his appearing I give you this charge, preach the word” 

Jesus is on His way, this is no time to turn back. Now is not the time to be silent, though the days are 

evil and we are living “in these last times.”  

And so we pick up the letter this morning.  1 Peter 1:21 ‘At The Name Of Jesus!’ v21 “through him 

you believe in God who raised him from the dead and glorified him, so your faith and hope are in 

God.” Brethren, I think it's enlightening that Peter writes “through him you believe in God.” Jesus 

Himself said as recorded in John 14:6 “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the 

Father except by me.”  

Now there are many people around the world today who speak of God. There are even those indeed 

who speak of being Christian. And yet they never seem to speak of, or acknowledge Christ. But it 

would seem that declaring ourselves Christian, and yet not acknowledging that One whose name we 

bear, Christ Himself, would be a contradiction in terms. And it is. Because Peter as much as declares 

this very thing before us. Yes, “through him” (through Jesus) “we believe in God.”  Acts 4:12: 

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which 

we must be saved.” These words Peter declared before the evil Jewish ruling council. They claimed 

the God of the Old Testament, and yet they rejected, tortured, and even murdered His Own Son! To 

speak of God without Jesus, is in effect to be a modern day Jew. Someone who carries all of those 

privileges and promises, even history of Judaism  in their flesh, and yet has rejected the  fulfilment of 

those promises and prophecies. The Father`s own Son!  
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When I was putting this message together I reflected upon why it is that people have so much 

trouble with Jesus? And yet not with God so much? And it struck me that it is because we are not 

confronted with the existence or person of God in a tangible way. Yes, in our minds we can 

categorise and we can mould this person that we call God, into any style, shape, model or form. As I 

have mentioned before, we can even fall into that trap of believing that God is such a one just like 

ourselves. We can formulate who He is. Why He is. Why He does what He does and even why He 

exists. And we can in effect keep Him in His place, and then we can pull Him out when we need Him! 

Yes we can do that with God, you see. Because though we know that His Power and Glory are 

revealed in what He has made throughout all of His creation, (as we saw last week from Romans 1 

“therefore men are without excuse”), yes, though all of that is true, we can't touch Him we can't see 

Him. So we are comforted in our ignorance by our imaginations of Him. Dare I respectfully say, our 

Idolatries of Him.  

But we cannot do that with Jesus! No, try as we might, (and there are many who do try and try) no 

we cannot mould Jesus into our own ideas and imaginations of Him. Because He lived and breathed. 

He spoke, He taught, He ate. He didn't allow; (indeed He does not allow and actually spoke against) 

men’s imaginations of His Father God!  

Matthew 5:21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago.” 27 “You have heard that it 

was said.” 31 “It has been said.” 33 “Again you have heard that it was said to the people long ago.” 

38 “You have heard that it was said.” And finally v43 “You've heard that it was said love your 

neighbour and hate your enemy. But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you.” Brothers and sisters, in each one of these verses Jesus follows the false perceptions and 

speculations, yes those falsehoods which they held of God with: “but I tell you,” “But I tell you.” “But 

I tell you.” “But I tell you.” “But I tell you.” What was Jesus saying to His hearers in His sermon on the 

mount? My Father is not as you perceive Him to be. He is not as you have been misled  Him to be!  

Brothers and sisters, this is the trap that we can so easily fall in to. When familiarity creeps into our 

relationship with Him. And we are  no longer in that sense, as Isaiah falling on our faces before God! 

Isaiah 6:5  “Woe is me for I am undone. For I  am a man of unclean lips and dwell among a people of 

unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King. The Lord Almighty!” Or as Saul on the road to 

Damascus, on his way to do what he believed to be was God`s Will and God`s Work by murdering 

God`s Church! Until that blinding Light of Jesus from heaven came striking him, forcing him faced to 

the ground. Compelling him to utter those famous words in Acts 9:5 “Who are you Lord?” Then with 

Jesus` reply coming “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.”  

Friends, whenever anyone was brought into His Presence, or presented  themselves to Jesus, yes 

when they were confronted with the person of Jesus, they never went away unaffected! They were 

either drawn toward Him, or they wanted to attack and even kill Him!  Yes for a myriad of reasons 

these things occurred but very few were indifferent it seems.  

And we can see all of this happening around us today! A case in point is that of Israel Felau. This man 

has been hounded around the world and still continues to be so, and why? Is he a rapist? Is he a 

murder? Is he a paedophile? Is he a threat to  the authorities? No. As we are all aware, his great 

crime for which he cannot be forgiven, is that he invoked the Name of Jesus Christ from the 

scriptures. So the world is confronted with that person. With that reality.  But they are not 

indifferent. Those who are for Christ herald his courage. And are moved to pray for him. While those 

who are  God's enemies and are opposed to His Son and the truth which He spoke, are doing all that 

they can to silence him and keep Israel off the field and out of the spotlight. And why? Because they 

are confronted with The King! And friends, though they declare Christ to be as nothing and  no one. 
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Deep within their very DNA they are confronted with truth. That the day is coming when “at the 

Name of Jesus, every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” Why was 

Scott Morrison so attacked when he was running for Prime Minister? It wasn't his policies so much, 

no. It was the man personally that was attacked. And why? Because of his faith in God. Through 

Jesus! Just last week I saw a story on Sky News about a number of people wanting to join the Liberal 

Party in South Australia, but they were told that they were not wanted. And why? Because they 

were Christian Pentecostals, like the Prime Minister. Think about it: Why is it that if you are in public 

life and you are a Muslim, you are not hounded? If you are a Hindu, you are not hounded? If you're a 

Buddhist, you are not hounded. If indeed you even believe in a rainbow serpent, not only are you 

not hounded, you are lauded. But if you boldly and overtly claim Jesus the man, (and not only claim 

Him as the man but Lord, the very Son of God and Saviour of the world, Son of the One and only 

True and Living God) you will have enemies on all sides!  

You see, these are not imaginations. They not speculations. These are in fact evidences of a man 

who lived like no other man. And for good reason. As Paul writes in Colossians 1:5-20: “He is the 

image of the invisible God. The first born over all creation. For by him all things were created. Things 

in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether Thrones or powers or rules or authorities, all 

things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

And he is the head of the body, the church, he is the beginning and the first born from among the 

dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fulness 

dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 

heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.”  

Well could Peter write “through him you believe in God.” Because he lived it. He breathed it. Yes he 

had known the presence of Jesus. And now, for Jesus, he lived and breathed! Because “through him, 

he too believed in God.” Again I ask the question. Why is the world, (though they would all deny it,) 

yes why is the whole world so affected by invoking the name of Jesus? Now I've already explained 

that one reason is that He cannot be moulded into something by us that He is not. Because he was a 

real flesh and blood man, yes a real historic figure. He lived He breathed. He ate, He worked, He 

wept. He got angry. He felt compassion, He loved. But there is also another reason which Peter 

points us toward which God Himself spoke of through the prophet Isaiah around 750 years before 

Peter penned this letter.  Isaiah 28:16.  This was in response to the evil idolatry and vanity of His 

people of the day, who believed that whatever God foretold, nothing would touch them. Indeed in 

verse 15 of that chapter, they boasted that “they had made a covenant with death.” Or in other 

words death was their ally. Regardless of what God declared, death wouldn't come looking for them.  

So in response to these things, God speaks of Jesus to them through Isaiah, in Isaiah 28;16 which 

Peter lays hold of before us in 1 Peter 2:6-7 “So this is what the sovereign Lord says: “See I lay a 

stone in Zion, a tested stone a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation. The one who trusts” (in 

him) “will never be dismayed.” Friends noticed the language. God speaks to them as the great 

builder, for so He is. He speaks of “laying a stone.” And it's “a precious stone.” It must be laid true 

and level and square, perfect in every way. Because it is the very foundation upon which the great 

structure will be built. And notice not only is “the stone precious” being of infinite value, but it is “a 

tested stone.” It has been tested for its imperfections. Its edges are square and true having been 

hewn by the Almighty stone mason. There are no cracks, no faults, that will cause the great structure 

to fall. For so the Lord Jesus was tested. Yes He was tested and tried in the land of the living. The 

great tribulation of life. This life of trial, suffering and temptation. But He was not found wanting. 

“He committed no sin. And no deceit was found in his mouth”, the scriptures say.  
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Again notice “the one who trusts,” (and I've added in him), “will never be dismayed.” So here we 

have the lot and assurance of believers. That we have a sure foundation. Yes an eternally firm and 

sure foundation that can never be shaken by anyone or thing. Because our foundation is built, is laid, 

by even God Almighty Himself! And that foundation is His One and Only Son!  

So though it's true, in this world we face trials and troubles. Even difficulties and persecutions at the 

hands of the world`s own. Though this be true “we will never be dismayed,” No we will never be 

shaken from heaven`s glories and the  inheritance that awaits us. Because of the foundation of Jesus 

upon whom our eternal lives are built! Yes Jesus is “the tested stone,” that “precious cornerstone,” 

even that foundation and authority upon which our whole lives are built and kept secure! But then 

in v7-8 of 1 Peter 2, he refers to Isaiah 8:14, for the other way that Jesus is received by mankind. 

“Now to you who believe this stone is precious” even as we saw last week the blood of Jesus 

precious, but to those who do not believe.  

“The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone.” This is the stone which crowns all the 

others in the building. It's a picture of authority. That stone in effect, to which all the others must 

and will submit. At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess him king of 

glory now. We sing. So Jesus is the foundation upon which our faith and life are built. He is the 

capstone to which all on earth will bow. And v8 of 1 Peter 2 “A stone that causes men to stumble 

and a rock that makes them fall.” Yes this is the reason why enmity abounds throughout the world at 

the Name of Jesus Beloved, because they have rejected God's “precious stone.” The picture is of a 

great mountain of rocks. And as the stonemasons searched through the great pile looking to find just 

the right one to begin the build, having believed that they have found just the right one they bring it 

before the builders. They examine it, and then announce, cast this one out, it has no value. It is not 

what we are looking for. Well of course, that's what the Jewish elite did with the Saviour of the 

world. Because He did not meet their standards or their criteria. No He did not fit their mould, of the 

promised Redeemer, the Deliverer, the Messiah, which they had longed for and looked for. And that 

is what mankind continues to do today!  

Jesus says, “Come to me all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.” But lest His 

Spirit be poured into our hearts by God, we reject that which He freely offers. Even His Own life, that 

we might live! Yes Brethren, Jesus continues to be that “stone that causes men to stumble.” As I 

mentioned earlier, when people are confronted with the person of Jesus, they cannot mould him 

into being that which they imagine God to be. No they are confronted with the God-man who is the 

very “image of the invisible God. He is the firstborn over all creation.” Meaning that He is the heir to 

the throne before which everyone, even all of mankind will bow. He is not the imaginations of men's 

minds or the mouldings of some potter`s hands. No. He is who He is. Exodus 3:14 “I AM WHO I AM.” 

And Jesus claimed that “before Abraham was I AM.”  

Yes it is His name that causes men to stumble. And at the judgement seat ultimately, His name will 

cause them to fall. And why? Well, they “stumble because they disobey the message” of Jesus` 

judgement that is coming up on the world of mankind, for their rebellion against God and their 

rejection of His mercy!  

In chapter 1:2 of 1 Peter, love toward God is expressed in obedience to Jesus. Chapter 1:13 having 

“prepared our minds” leads us to respond to God as “obedient children”.  V14 But to “disobey the 

message,” yes, to reject Jesus` gospel message (1 Peter 2:8), rejecting His mercy, rejecting His 

benevolence in disobedience, this is the “stumbling” at God's truth of mercy through His Son. This is 

that falling away further from His grace if that be possible. And again why? As hard as it is to accept 

for us, Peter says “because that is what they were destined for.”  
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Friends as we saw in the beginning of this series, God chooses some and He does not choose others. 

That's just how it is. All we can do is give Him thanks and praise for his mercy through Jesus in our 

lives, and petition him for that same mercy in the lives of those whom we love and care about, while 

we acquiesce in His choosing and purpose.  

Yes “At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.” 

“Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith 

and hope are in God.” Yes God sent Him. Tested Him for our sakes. Raised Him from the grave. 

Glorified Him. So we believe in Him. “So our faith and hope are in God.” That God who has given us 

to Jesus! 

Let’s pray. 


