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Roy`s Sermon for August 22, 2021  

1 Peter 2:7-9 ‘Chosen By God!’  
Last time in 1 Peter, we looked at v6-8 of chapter 2: ‘How Precious is Jesus to you?’  V6 “see I lay a 

stone in Zion a precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” As 

Peter continued in his metaphor, of God building his “spiritual house” of believers upon the 

foundation stone and capstone, the Lord Jesus Christ! Yes Jesus is the foundation of the church but 

also, the head of the church. He is the beginning of the work but also the end of the work. He is the 

“alpha and the Omega.” The “first and the last.” Remember that Peter uses this imagery because 

that's what the people knew and understood.  

He used their folly of clinging to the physical temple, when the true temple, through which people 

come to God, (the body of Christ,) had done away with those things. They loved what they could see 

and touch, as does the natural man. But faith is believing without seeing! We want God to be how 

we imagine Him to be. So we can fit him into our mould of him. But that is not God!  

Peter uses the words “never be put to shame.” While Isaiah uses the words “never be dismayed,” 

meaning alarmed, deprived of courage, filled with apprehension! Those who trust Christ will never 

be these things. Because of the sure hope that we have, we will never be ashamed to own our Lord, 

or His gospel message of forgiveness and repentance. V7 “now to you who believe, this stone is 

precious.” And really, this was the key thing that I was seeking to examine. Is Jesus really precious to 

us? And I put it in the terms, of spending the currency of our life for Jesus. Where is my life invested? 

My accounts of time. Prayer. The study of God's Word. Do I invest in the loving and serving of His 

people? And my finances too. Yes, do all of these things testify to the preciousness of the Saviour in 

our life!  

In V8 we see the builders of the day rejected the foundation and substance of God`s Church. And we 

are all builders, who will one day offer up that structure, which is the building of our life, to God, 

come judgement day! The question is: What are we building toward? Heaven or hell?  

 

So we continue in 1 Peter 2:7-9  ‘Chosen By God!’  V9: “but you are a chosen people, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the promises of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” Friends, notice how Peter begins v9 with the 

small but very significant word “But” He had said in v7-8  “but to those who do not believe, “the 

stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, and, a stone that causes men to stumble and a 

rock that makes them fall. They stumble because they disobey the message, which is also what they 

were destined for.” So having spoken in the first part of verse 7 that, to believers, that “Stone’ who 

is the Lord Jesus Christ, is “precious”; but to unbelievers, to the believers of other gods. To the 

believers of Allah. Or the Hindu gods of reincarnation. Of Buddhism. Or even those of the Jewish 

faith who claim Yahweh of the Old Testament but reject His Son, (the only way that people may 

come to the Father), Jesus is not the “living stone” upon whom faith for heaven is built, no. But 

rather, the Rock of judgement that makes them fall. Even into hell!  “They stumble  because they 

disobey the message.”  

Beloved, we need to remember that the gospel message of Jesus is always His two edged sword of 

the Book of Revelation 1:16: “in his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a 

sharp double edged sword.” Now does Jesus literally have a sword coming out of His mouth? Well 

no. What comes out of His mouth is the Sword of the Truth of God's Word. Hebrews 4:12  “for the 
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word of God living and active. Sharper than any double edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing 

soul and spirit, joints and marrow, it judges the attitudes of the heart.” So yes, the sword of the 

mouth of Jesus, the gospel, cuts to both heaven and hell! Perhaps we might not like to think of it 

way, but every time we give thanks for a meal. Every time we pray. Every time we come to church. 

Every time we partake in the Lord`s Supper. Every time we open up the Bible in faith, (believing it to 

be God's infallible, inherent Word, and declaring, that it is all by and of Jesus,) we proclaim and 

testify, to all of those around us, (both the saved and unsaved,) that there is indeed a heaven and a 

hell!  

We proclaim salvation from sin. And condemnation for sin! We proclaim redemption through Jesus` 

Blood. And damnation for the rejection of the same! Yes we proclaim the still waters of heavens 

glory, and the flames of the fires of hell! And each and every time we do these things, we acquiesce 

in the Will of God. Trusting, that He has chosen, and will call His Chosen people when He sees fit, 

because the truth is, we don't know who they are, only God does!  

Yes the gospel is the “double edged sword.” It is not ‘1, 2, 3, Jesus loves me’, no. Rather, come to the 

Father through His Son's sacrifice while the gates of mercy and forgiveness are still open, because 

judgement, wrath, and hell awaits!  

Allen and I were looking at a video of Billy Graham's crusade of 1959. And Billy preached basically 

the same message each time. It was that there is the disease of sin. And judgement is coming. And 

there is a way to be delivered from that judgement. Come to the Lord Jesus Christ! Look again at the 

words of V8b: “they stumble because they disobey message.” Not coming to Jesus call of ‘Come to 

Me and have life’, is not just foolish, stupidity, and even insanity, but disobedience. Which ultimately 

will be punishable by eternal death. Which is separation from God forever! The sobering thing is, 

that when we carry Christ’s message in an unworthy manner, whether it be with our words, or our 

life, we give the unsaved sinner Providence, to rest comfortably in their wretched lost state. They 

think to themselves: Well if that person is a Christian, and all of this stuff about Jesus and God and 

heaven and hell are true, and they are going to heaven, I'll be right for sure! Again notice the words 

of v8b: “They stumble because they disobey the message, which is also what they were destined 

for.”  

Listen to how the words ‘destined’ and ‘destiny’ are defined by the old Collins dictionary: ‘Of 

ultimate design; Purpose; The foreordained lot of one; Fate; Providence’! Friends, take note that we 

find no such words as chance. Or luck or opportunity here. Though such words flow free and easy 

from our tongues and are used by us without thinking, these things do not exist in God's universe. 

No, “which is what they were destined for” Peter writes. What they were purposed for. What they 

were foreordained for. What their ultimate design was for. Or what God has determined for them! 

All throughout the account of the Israelites in Egypt and Moses and Aaron's dealings with Pharaoh, 

over and over and over again God says, “I will harden pharaoh's heart.’ And also, “but Pharaoh 

hardened his heart.”  Twenty times throughout the account we read of “God hardening Pharaoh's 

heart,” and also of “Pharaoh hardening his heart.”  So we see the sovereignty of God and His Plan, 

alongside the responsibility and accountability of man for his actions. And we can see what man 

intends for evil, God uses for His glory and for our good!  

Why was this Pharaoh at that point in Israel’s history? Because that is what he was destined for by 

God. Prior to his reign, the Israelites were treated well and they flourished in Egypt, and multiplied 

to some 2 million strong. And were it not for God's sovereign plan and Him raising up that evil king, 

then most likely, they would have been happy to remain in Egypt.  
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Friends, God brings hardship into our lives for a purpose. For His plan, for our benefit, and always 

ultimately for His glory! “For I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh.” God says. “I raised 

Pharaoh up for this reason.” Clearly then, with Pharoah`s example and in light of Peter’s words, “for 

this is what they were destined for,” we must then fall before the Cross of Christ and cry out 

ourselves, ‘Praise you O Lord Jesus!’  And, “Father forgive me, for I am the Sinner.” We too should 

be, as Pharaoh was, destined for hell. But because of Jesus, we are glory bound! V 9. “But you are a 

chosen people.”  

Can you see how Peter distinguishes one people from the other? The People of God on the one 

hand, and the rest of the world on the other. Malachi 3:18 “and you will again see the distinction, 

between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God, and those who do not.” 

Friends, there is a “distinction” between the people of God and the rest of the people throughout 

the world. Yes there is a dividing line that separates God's People, the saved, from the unsaved 

world. And it is not something which is merely spoken of or claimed by some. That “distinction” is 

always Christ! And Christ alone! Praise God we say. And that “distinction” is also defined, by our 

submission to His Word, (all of his Word,) the Bible!  

Brothers and sisters, we can see again that “distinction.” “But you are a chosen people.” Peter 

returns to that first hallmark, that first characteristic, which separates the people of God from the 

rest of the world. As we had in v2 of chapter one. We are those. Who “have been chosen according 

to the foreknowledge of God.” And chapter 1:20 Jesus too was “chosen before the foundation of the 

world.” To be the Sacrificial Lamb that takes away the sin of the world, to save God's people!  

So clearly then, for Peter to keep reiterating God's sovereign choice of all things in the early part of 

this letter, it's important to him, that we grasp the truth, that our salvation begins and ends with 

God through Jesus. And the pouring into our hearts of His Holy Spirit! Yes the comparison is made 

between those of v7-8 with those in v9: “But you are a chosen people a royal priesthood.” In this, 

Peter compares the old nature of the relationship of His people with God, to that of those, now that 

Jesus had come! Before it was all about the temple building, that shadow, of which Jesus Himself is 

the substance or the reality. Remember, Jesus said “tear down this temple and I will rebuild it in 

three days.” But of course, He was talking about what He would do upon the cross through His Body, 

that true temple, through which people may come to God!  It wasn't about physical stones and 

physical rocks and temple ornaments and rituals, no. It was all about the person and work of Jesus 

Christ!  

He then speaks of the priesthood. That institution, which was held in great reverence, and rightly so. 

Because regardless of the corruption of the priests themselves, those things pointed to Jesus, the 

Great High Priest! As we have been seeing, we don't sacrifice bulls and sheep and goats anymore, 

we “offer ourselves as living sacrifices this is our spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1). Yes we are 

the “royal priesthood.” The priesthood itself is now even lifted up, as it were, because it is not just a 

priesthood now, but a “royal priesthood.” Yes all true believers, or true followers of Jesus, are royal 

priests. Serving in the spiritual House of the king of kings!  

He is explaining that, while all of the things of the Old Testament and the old covenant are still true, 

and crucial for us to understand how we have been brought by Jesus to where we are today, (and 

we should never seek to take away from or to diminish the importance of those things of the Old 

Testament), those things today have been significantly outshone, because they were but shadows 

that pointed to the Son! The temple had had its day. But now the true temple had come. The temple 

priesthood had also had its day. But since the Great High Priest had come, even Christ himself, we 
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are all, the royal priesthood of God,  serving in the spiritual House of the king. While we wait, while 

we long for that day, when Jesus takes us home!  

Next Peter says that “we are a holy nation a people belonging to God.” Brethren, I've explained 

before, that when God blesses, He pours out of His goodness and provision. Even His mercies, upon 

an ungrateful humanity. He sends the rains. He causes the seasons to change. He causes the seeds to 

sprout, the crops to grow and the blessing to be harvested. But when He makes something “holy” He 

claims it for Himself! Again and again and again, we can see that God has set us apart and gathered 

us to Himself. He chose us. He made us to be a royal priesthood. And as the priesthood was set 

apart, made holy, for temple service, so He has made us as royal priests, serving in His “holy nation a 

people belonging to God.” Yes again and again and again we see God's predestining. His choosing. 

That He has eternally set us apart. We are “a holy nation, a people belonging to God.”  

Listen to how the writer of the book of Hebrews, speaks of the experience of the Jewish nation at 

the foot of Mount Sinai, as he compares the privilege of those who have been called, (after the life, 

death, resurrection and ascension) of the Lord Jesus. Hebrews 12:18-24 v 18-21: “You have not come 

to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with fire,” (look at the words,) “to darkness 

gloom and storm.” We saw some weeks ago when looking at the priesthood, their experience of God 

at Mount Sinai was terrifying. Exodus 20:19: “Moses speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do 

not have God speak to us or we will die.” Hebrews 12:19-21: “To a trumpet blast, or to such a voice 

speaking words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to them because 

they could not bear what was commanded. If even an animal touches the mountain it must be 

stoned. The sight was so terrifying that Moses said, ‘I am trembling with fear.”  

Brothers and sisters as I have said before, we live in an age where the danger is to approach God 

without reverence. Without godly fear. Without humility. Even in a sense, forgetting that he is God 

and we are not. But in our passage Peter (as does the writer of Hebrews before us) explains that 

what we know of God today, so far surpasses and outshines, the understanding that God's people 

had of him in former days! Hebrews 12:22-24. “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly 

Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 

assembly, to the Church of the first born, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to 

God, the judge of all men, to the spirits of righteous men made perfect, to Jesus the mediator of a 

new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.” Yes. 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, are people belonging to God.” And 

this was always God's intention. Exodus 19:4-6. “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, how I 

carried you on eagles wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my 

covenant, then out of all of the nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole 

earth is mine, you will be for me a Kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  

Friends, there is no doubt, that being inspired by the Holy Spirit, Peter looks into these things in 

Exodus, as being fulfilled in Jesus. And the writer of Hebrews, (as he seeks to steer away those 

believers from casting aside Jesus and returning to the Old Testament ways) explains that the 

mountain that we worship at, finds it's reality in heaven in the presence of the King!  

Beloved, all of this predestining and choosing of God is for one chief purpose. “That you may declare 

the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” O dear friends, does this 

strike a chord in you? The idea of being in “darkness”, may have never even occurred to you. That 

the veil of sin, was keeping you in a place of “darkness” that alienated you from God. Ephesians 2:1-

2: “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you 

follow the ways of this world and the ruler of the Kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in 
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those who are disobedient.” Friends, there is a veil of death and darkness, which hangs over us all 

before Jesus comes into our life. Satan has pulled that veil over our souls, our hearts and our minds. 

We believe that being a good person will help us. We believe that weighing up our good deeds 

against our bad, if the scales fall in our favour, will hold us in good stead, come the day of 

judgement.  

Brethren, there is no darker place than the tomb. There is no light or life in the grave. Only dead 

people`s bones. So when Peter speaks of God, bringing us out of “darkness into his wonderful light”; 

that is what he is speaking of. That God has brought us from death to life!  Matthew 4:12-16: “When 

Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he returned to Galilee. Leaving Nazareth, he went and 

lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali, to fulfil what was 

said through the prophet Isaiah, land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali the way to the see along the 

Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles, the people living in darkness have seen a great light, on those living in 

the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.”   

Friends, can you see, that this is who we are all are. We are those ones, “living in the land of the 

shadow of death. Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the way to the sea along the Jordan, Galilee 

of the gentiles.” We are those nations, those Gentiles, that those things foreshadowed. Those 

people throughout the world that are shrouded in the darkness of unbelief. “Dead in our 

transgressions and sins.” As Heather often remarks, dead men make no choices. But you see, those 

“people living in darkness, have seen a great light.”  

O Beloved, praise God for the light and life of Jesus! Praise God that He has not left our souls in the 

grave  and then face an eternity in hell! Yes praise God that the “light” of Jesus` gospel has taken the 

scales of blindness from our eyes and carried us out of that “darkness and brought us into his 

wonderful light.” Hallelujah what a saviour!  

‘And then one day I'll cross the river, I'll fight life's final war with pain, and then as death gives way to 

victory, I'll see the lights of glory and then I'll know he lives.’ 

Brothers and sisters, as I close this morning, I want us to see the other important part of this verse, 

as we find our reason for being: “That you may declare the praises of him, who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light.” Can you see, that we are not delivered just to sit on our hands. 

We are called with our whole being to praise and worship and honour God. What we say. What we 

do. What we think. How we live. To declare God's mercy toward all that He gives us Providence to do 

so. Yes in thought, word and deed! Yes Beloved we are the chosen of God because we have been 

chosen by God. Saved through the Son`s Blood. A royal priesthood a holy nation set apart to declare 

His Praise! And since He has raised us up for this very purpose, let us be at our work and not cease, 

until that day He calls us Home! As in our hearts we cry, Come Lord Jesus Come!  

Let`s Pray! 


