
The news this week has highlighted the divisions 

within our community in regards to the law, safety 

and personal freedom.  

This article although written by an American about 

the issues there, I could see many similarities that 

apply to us in Australia. The writer refers to the 

wearing of masks, a hot topic as people refuse to 

comply with the Health regulations and are not 

self-isolating, Black lives matter and the protesters 

insistence in continuing to march, our State leaders 

sniping at each other, and finally the argument to 

close schools and businesses, or not. 

Perhaps the situation could be eased if we all took 

some of the steps mentioned by the author in 

order for us all to do the right thing. 

Steps toward Healing Racism from a 

Conversation with Latasha Morrison 
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Having a conversation with someone is a risky thing 
to do these days—like trying to climb steps wearing 
rollerblades (something my kids were actually 
trying the other day)! 
By conversation, I don’t mean just talking to 
someone—although the introverts out there might 
beg to differ—I mean initiating open and honest 
exchange with another person that may (or may 
not) think differently than you. 
Because right now the world seems more divided 
than ever. Just scroll through your newsfeed for 
five minutes and it’s impossible to miss. 
- To wear a mask versus not to wear a mask. 
- Black lives matter versus all lives matter. 
- Democrat versus Republican. 
- Opening schools versus keeping them closed. 

- Church in person versus church online. 

It’s hard to talk to someone who thinks differently 
than you do right now—which leaves some opting 
to block others out of their life altogether. 
On the other hand, having conversations with 
people who think, look, and act differently than I 
do is needed now more than ever. It’s one of the 
best parts about hosting my podcast called The 
Conversation—the fact that I get to simply sit down 
and have a conversation with another human being 
whose life and experiences, in more ways than 
one, is so different from mine. 
But don’t take my word for it, take Jesus’! 

Jesus Models Seeking Uncomfortable 
Conversations 
Jesus built his life and ministry around hanging out 
with people that were so different from him in so 
many ways. 
Samaritans. 
Tax collectors. 
Kids. 
Prostitutes. 
Fishermen. 
Pharisees. 
Lepers. 
And he encouraged other people to do the same. 
People in his day, and people today. You. Me. 
Everyone. 
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Yes, sometimes it’s going to be uncomfortable for 
us, but that doesn’t mean we should avoid those 
types of conversations, those types of people. 
Instead, we should actually seek them out. 

A Conversation with Latasha Morrison 
One recent conversation I had that sticks out to me 
is my conversation with the amazing author, 
speaker, diversity expert, and unity 
champion, Latasha Morrison. Latasha and I got to 
talk on The Conversation podcast about how to 
begin the work of racial reconciliation in America. 
It’s a hard topic for sure, and it’s uncomfortable for 
a lot of us, but I would argue it’s definitely a 
conversation worth having. 
Here are the four powerful steps Latasha shared 
for where to begin the work of racial healing in 
America.

1: Listen (Humble Your Heart) 
If we’re ever going to truly reconcile the racial 
issues in our country, we have to start first by 
listening, and listening with a humble heart. As 
Latasha and I talked, she said something that really 
stuck out to me: “so many people come into this 
conversation about race thinking they already 
know everything.” 
We have to have a heart of humility when it comes 
to conversations about race, and we have to be 
willing, above all, to listen. 
Latasha herself said she’s constantly trying to learn 
something new every day, whether that’s about 
Native American history or the racism that’s 
happening towards Asian Americans as a result of 
the pandemic. Even though she has a book and 
whole organization on the topic of building bridges, 
Latasha said she’s still learning and growing in 
these areas herself. 
We must make an effort to listen. Not listening just 
to hear, but listening to learn—listening to make a 
heart connection with another person and truly 
understand their side of the issue. 
Humble your heart and listen. 

2: Learn (Diversify Your Input) 
The second step in this work toward racial reconciliation 
is to learn—diversifying your input and being an 
educator of yourself. 

Latasha challenged me, and those listening, to make an 
effort to learn from those who don’t look like you. That 
could mean: 

- Being in community with people from different 
backgrounds. 

- Following people on social media who look and think 
differently from you. 

- Assessing the books you’re reading, the pastors you’re 
listening to, and the TV you’re watching. 

And that doesn’t just mean watching Black Panther, 
Latasha said. 

Make an effort to diversify the content you’re 
consuming, the people you listen to, and learn from 
someone whose life experience has been totally 
different from your own.

3: Lament (Tell the Truth) 

Lamenting, or a truthful expression of loss or hardship, 
is arguably one of the most difficult steps in this process 
of facing racial issues head on. 

As Latasha put it, to lament is to tell history as it is. 

She talked about places like Germany, South Africa, 
Rwanda...all countries that have a history of seriously 
terrible racial injustice. These are also countries that 
have made an effort to bring healing and restoration to 
the communities and groups that have been harmed. 

Not by glossing over what happened in the past, but by 
telling the truth and confronting it. 



We have to lament our history, however uncomfortable 
that may be. Not to shame the guilty parties, but to 
bring that healing Latasha talks about. 

When we feel overwhelmed and full of shame, let’s cry 
out to God to create change. Let’s lament. 

4: Leverage (Use Your Platform and 
Influence to Lift Others) 

We all have some element of privilege in our lives, 
whether that’s the colour of our skin, financial status, 
number of followers on Instagram, or something else 
entirely. It’s what we do with that privilege that can 
define this work of racial reconciliation in our lives and 
communities. 

When you have the privilege of a platform (like a 
podcast), you can leverage a story and make that story 
known to a bigger group of people that may not have 
heard it otherwise. 

Even if you don’t think your platform is huge, we all 
have influence somewhere, even just in our own friend 
groups. Use the influence you’ve been given to lift up 
stories and causes other than your own. 

Tell your friends about a book you’re reading by an 
author who doesn’t look like you. 

Talk to your family about issues of race and privilege. 

Share resources on your social media. 

Whatever that leveraging looks like, make an effort to 
use the privilege you have not just to tell your story, but 
also to tell the stories of people who might otherwise 
not be heard in your circle of influence.

These four steps toward racial reconciliation that 
Latasha and I talked about might seem overwhelming at 
first, but I’d encourage you to simply start with one 
thing and move on from there. 

Listen. 
Learn. 
Lament. 
Leverage. 

Do the next right thing today, to be the bridge in your 
community, or your little corner of the world...and see 
where the bridges you build today can lead to more and 
more bridges being built tomorrow. 

As Latasha often says: let’s create spaces to be brave in, 
together. 

MUSIC 
https://youtu.be/2nGKqH26xlg

WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD Louis Armstrong 

I see trees of green 

Red roses, too 

I see them bloom for me and you 

And I think to myself, "what a wonderful world" 

I see skies of blue 

And clouds of white 

The bright blessed day the dark sacred night 

And I think to myself, "what a wonderful world" 

The colours of the rainbow, so pretty in the sky 

Are also on the faces of people going by 

I see friends shaking hands saying, "how do you do" 

They're really saying "I love you" 

I hear babies cry 



Watch them grow 

They'll learn much more than I'll ever know 

And I think to myself, "what a wonderful world" 

And I think to myself, "what a wonderful world" 

A reprieve from the kitchen as we look at some poetry. 

The deisre to revisit Dorothea MacKellar poem ‘My 

Country’ was brought about after a visit to the doctor. 

While in the waiting room a discussion arose with two 

ladies about the year to date. with the fires and now 

flooding rains. I mentioned this poem and asked the 

two ladies if they knew the first verse, to my surprise 

neither were aware of the poem.  

One of Australia's best known and beloved poems. 

“I love a sunburnt country, 

A land of sweeping plains 

Of ragged mountain ranges 

Of droughts and flooding rains” 

These evocative words are from one of Australia’s most 
quoted poems. They are from the second verse of My 
country written by a homesick young Australian, 
Dorothea Mackellar (1885-1963) in about 1904.  

The poem was first published in the London 
Spectator on 5 September 1908 titled as Core of My 
Heart. It reappeared several times in Australia before 
being included as 'My Country' in her first book, The 
Closed Door and Other Verses (Melbourne, 1911). This 
famous poem is believed to have been directly inspired 
by Dorothea Mackellar's experience of life on the land, 
and her love of the Allyn River district, NSW. 

Dorothea Mackellar was born Isobel Marion Dorothea 
Mackellar at Point Piper in Sydney, NSW on 1 July 1885. 
Her parents were Sir Charles Kinnaird Mackellar, a 
notable Sydney physician, and Marion Mackellar (nee 
Buckland). She had three brothers, Keith, Eric and 
Malcolm. 

From 1898 to 1901, the Mackellar’s owned Torryburn 
station, near East Gresford in the Hunter Valley of NSW, 
during one of the region's driest times. While holidaying 
at the property the family witnessed the breaking of a 
drought. In later life, Dorothea Mackellar recalled how, 
after the rain, the grass began to shoot across the 
parched, cracked soil of the paddocks and, as she 
watched from the verandah, the land to the horizon 
turned green before her eyes. 

Dorothea Mackellar's iconic verse is now regarded by 
many Australians as the universal statement of our 
nation's connection to the land. 



MY COUNTRY by Dorothea MacKellar 

The love of field and coppice 
Of green and shaded lanes, 

Of ordered woods and gardens 
Is running in your veins. 

Strong love of grey-blue distance, 
Brown streams and soft, dim skies 

I know, but cannot share it, 
My love is otherwise. 

I love a sunburnt country, 
A land of sweeping plains, 

Of ragged mountain ranges, 
Of droughts and flooding rains. 

I love her far horizons, 
I love her jewel-sea, 

Her beauty and her terror 
The wide brown land for me! 

The stark white ring-barked forests, 
All tragic to the moon, 

The sapphire-misted mountains, 
The hot gold hush of noon, 
Green tangle of the brushes 

Where lithe lianas coil, 
And orchids deck the tree-tops, 
And ferns the warm dark soil. 

Core of my heart, my country! 
Her pitiless blue sky, 

When, sick at heart, around us 
We see the cattle die 

But then the grey clouds gather, 
And we can bless again 

The drumming of an army, 
The steady soaking rain. 

Core of my heart, my country! 
Land of the rainbow gold, 

For flood and fire and famine 
She pays us back threefold. 
Over the thirsty paddocks, 
Watch, after many days, 

The filmy veil of greenness 
That thickens as we gaze ... 

An opal-hearted country, 
A wilful, lavish land 

All you who have not loved her, 
You will not understand 

though Earth holds many splendours, 
Wherever I may die, 

I know to what brown country 
My homing thoughts will fly. 

BIBLE TRIVIA 

1What does the word Pentateuch mean? 
Answer: 

2.What are the names of the twins that 
wrestled in their mother’s womb? 
Answer:  

3When Jesus died what three things 
happened? 
Answer:  

4.Noah sent two birds from the ark, what 
were they? 
Answer: 

5.Out of the two birds Noah sent from the 
ark, which did he send first?  
Answer:  

{Answers Next Week} 

WEEK EIGHTEEN 
ANSWERS 

1 In which book of the Bible is this verse 
found: “Train up a child in the way he should 
go and when he is old, he will not turn from 
it.”? 
Answer: Proverbs. 

2.In Revelations, Jesus says, “Do not be 
afraid, I am the _____ and the ____”? 
Answer: First and Last.

3.Complete the verse: “The ______ of the 
wise are more to be heeded than the shouts 
of the rulers of fools? 
Answer: Quiet words.

4.Where in the New Testament does it talk 
about the perseverance of Job? 
Answer: James. 

5.What is the name commonly given to the 
first five books of the Old Testament?  
Answer: The Pentateuch.


