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Roy`s Sermon for 3/7/2021  

  
Last time we looked at just two verses of Ruth: chapter 1 v 16-17, under the sermon title ‘Where you 

go I will go; A selfless life for Jesus’. We saw that all of Naomi’s persuading and efforts to get Ruth to 

return to Moab didn't work. Her resolve to go with her mother in law was unshakable. And the 

words that she used were really the essence of selfless devotion and total commitment: “Where you 

go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 

Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried.” Ruth even seals that devotion with an oath 

before God: “May the Lord deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you 

and me.” And I explained that this was biblical Christianity. This is what Jesus meant when He spoke 

in Matthew 16:24-27 about the taking up of One`s cross!  

I also explained that in these words we not only see Ruth's devotion and commitment to Naomi, we 

also see our Lord`s love and selfless devotion for His people. Because in the same way that Ruth had 

turned her back on everything for Naomi, family, friends, home, country, and even gods, The Lord 

Jesus has done the same, and yet in an infinitely far more profound way! Yes He left His eternal 

home with God to become man for our sakes. He suffered all of our hardships and trials of life. He 

felt all our pain and suffering, and also met with all of our temptations. Again, this was all done for 

our sake. And for Jesus there was no turning back, His cross was a one way ticket!  

In Elimelech and Naomi we see ourselves. Always looking for the easy way of life. Whereas in Ruth, 

we see Jesus. Clinging to us throughout all things. Yes selfless love and devotion. Leaving all behind. 

Even laying down His Own life that we might live!  

And that's where we pick up the narrative this morning: Ruth 1:18-22 ‘Time To Go Home And Face 

The Music!’ V18 “When Naomi realised that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging 

her.” You know it's a great word ‘determined’. The old Collins dictionary defines it as ‘resolute. 

Unwavering. Firm. Purposeful’. Brothers and sisters, in Ruth`s unwavering purpose, may I suggest 

that we can learn something here. She was determined to go with Naomi to Jerusalem. I guess the 

question is: How determined are we to go to the new Jerusalem? The real promised land of our king!  

Friends, how can we get this unwavering resolve as Christians? The kind that clings to Jesus with our 

whole being through all things? Well, it only comes through knowing Him. And we will only get to 

know him through the determined study of his Word! Now we've looked at this text many times 

over the years Acts 17:10-11: “As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to 

Berea. On arriving there, they went to the Jewish synagogue. Now the Bereans were of more noble 

character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined 

the scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” Look again at what it says: “of a more 

noble character.” As a Christian, what a tremendous reputation to have in the things of God's 

Kingdom: “A more noble character.”  

What defines them as having that “more noble character?” The eager receiving of the scriptures 

preached, and the diligent study of them “to see if what Paul said was true.” Yes Paul, that great 

apostle to the non-Jew, to see if what he said was true. Can you see that they too were determined? 

So no matter how good the reputation and how persuasive the preacher might be, if it wasn't true in 

accordance with the scriptures, then their reputation and their standing amounts to nothing!  

Many years ago Darlene and the kids and I were invited by some friends to church while we were on 

holidays. Now it was a Pentecostal church, so with much trepidation we went along. And there was 
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this supposed renowned visiting preacher from Russia who was doing the rounds in those circles. So 

after much fanfare and welcomes two Bible passages were read and the man got up to speak. (I 

won't say preach because that would be an insult to all true preachers.) Yes he got up to speak and 

for the next hour, he didn't refer to the Bible, not even once! He spoke of miracles and he spoke of 

healings and he spoke of this many converts in one place and many converts in another place, to 

many ‘praise God’ and ‘hallelujahs’ from the congregation. And then of course at the end of the time 

everyone knew where they would send their financial support for this guy’s churches back in Russia!  

Now was the man a Christian? I don't know. I guess so. But only God knows. Yet was the man a 

preacher of God's Word? No. Was the man a Bible teacher? No. If he had have ended up in Berea in 

Paul`s day he would have been in tremendous trouble. It was all I could do to hold my tongue and 

not stand up and say, “Hey mate, you really need to open up your Bible. That's if you even own 

one!” Well after an hour of this, the whole place just erupted into what Pentecostals call speaking in 

tongues, but that's another story. The point is, that this man did not know Him of whom he spoke. If 

he judged his own character by the criteria with which the Bereans were lauded, he would have 

been found greatly wanting.  

The question is, would we? Ruth`s devotion and determination were clear for all to see. But is ours? 

She would have been welcomed with open arms in Berea as one of their own, but would we? Dear 

friends, how tightly we are clinging to Jesus through the tools of the scriptures and prayer, will be 

clearly seen as our resolve is tested, and as trials and difficulties come. Well as we have seen, Ruth`s 

resolve and determination were unshakable! V19 “so the two women went on until they came to 

Bethlehem.” This was a trip of between 60 to 100 kilometres depending on where they were living in 

Moab. And we can only imagine the emotions which the two women would have been going 

through on this long journey. For Ruth, no doubt it would have been the fear of the unknown. 

Though she had already shown her courage in the decision which she has made to go! But for 

Naomi, this would have been a far more difficult journey, as we will see upon her return. Remember, 

her name means pleasant, fruitful. And so she was. But now those things are all gone. And the reality 

of the past 10-15 years is being carried home by her with every step!  

Friends, have you ever made that trip? You know what I mean. When you know you've done or said 

something really stupid or made a really bad decision. You know what's waiting for you and there is 

no way around it. Try as you might to side step the consequences, it's foolishness and you know it. 

You've just got to suck it up, swallow your pride, admit that you were wrong an except what's 

coming. And you pray Lord, help me to remember that you discipline those whom you love, and also, 

Lord, what is it that you are teaching me? Brothers and sisters, I've made that trip so many times 

over the years as a Christian. It's like walking with lead in your shoes. It's never easy, and it's always 

painful. But you know, it's always a blessing! Because we are forced by God to see ourselves as we 

really are. Even as He sees us. As we are forced to return to Him in our humility! Well this is what's 

waiting for Naomi. Her husband and two sons are gone. The wealth with which she left is gone. The 

years haven't been kind to her during this time of hardship. And all she has to show for her time 

away is v22 Ruth the Moabitess! But by God's great grace, Ruth will prove to be the jewel in her 

crown, though Naomi doesn't see it yet. Look at the words, “when they arrived in Bethlehem the 

whole town was stirred because of them.”  

This would have been a humiliating time for Naomi. The once wealthy full, pleasant, Naomi is now 

returned empty and old and worn out. And it's time to face the music. And from house to house the 

message spreads like wild fire. People have come running because the rumour is that Naomi has 

returned, after all of these years in Moab. So the whole town comes out to see. Again, look at the 

words “and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?”  Yes, can this be pleasant, full, successful 
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Naomi? Where are the husband and the two sons? Where are the donkeys and the carts with which 

she left? What's happened to her? Why is she all alone? Why is she now empty handed? And who is 

that young woman with her? No, don't tell me. I think she is a Moabite woman. No really? Friends, 

can't you just hear the people speaking? And of course it's clear from the text that both Ruth and 

Naomi did!  

Brothers and sisters  I've said it before, that response which some of us were taught to make against 

mock and ridicule as children, that ‘sticks and stones may break our bones but names will never hurt 

us’, is absolute rubbish. And I feel that this has never been more clear than today with the abuse of 

that often times useful tool, the Internet. Even young children are committing suicide because of the 

relentless hounding and bullying and attacks of gossip and slander, that are placed online for the 

whole world to see! Beloved, is there a greater tragedy which our nation faces today, than our 

children killing themselves? Yes so many of them have lost hope. O brothers and sisters, they need 

to hear the gospel of Christ`s love for them. Yes the young ones need to hear the gospel of Jesus` 

love for them. And the older ones need to hear of the judgement which is coming upon the vicious 

nature of the tongue of natural man!  

Romans 1:28-31 “furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of 

God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. They have become 

filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 

deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful, they 

invent ways of doing evil, they disobey their parents, they are senseless, faithless, heartless, 

ruthless. Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things deserve death, 

they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those who practise them.” James 

3:3-10 “when we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole 

animal. Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they 

are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. Likewise the tongue is a small 

part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small 

spark. The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole 

person, and sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. All kinds of 

animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have been tamed by man, but 

no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With the tongue we praise our 

Lord and father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. Out of the same 

mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers, this should not be.” So like all of God's gifts the tongue 

can be used for great blessing, yet also for tremendous harm!  

Whether it was their intention or not these words of the cities` women, added greatly to the burden 

of these two women who had lost so much. Because there is no doubt that their words cut deeply 

into Naomi’s heart. V20 “Don't call me Naomi, she told them, “Call me Mara because the Almighty 

has made my life very bitter.”  

Friends what we see here in this woman is how we can become. Hardship and despair can cause us 

to lose perspective as we lose sight of God. And of course, this is the Evil One`s great plan and 

design! Remember Job's wife? Job 2:9 “Are you still holding onto your integrity? Curse God and die.” 

You see the devil really wants us to see God as the enemy. Even as though God were fighting against 

us. It has been his plan since the fall in genesis 3, but it's not true. It's not true for us and it was not 

true for Naomi. Your enemy doesn't assure you of victory by sacrificing His Son for you. No that is 

the not the action of an enemy, that is the action of a great friend. Jesus` own words “For greater 

love hath no man than this that he lay down his life for his friend.” Now our problem is that like 

Naomi here, we often fail to take responsibility for the actions which brought us into the situations 
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and hardships in which we find ourselves. Again, it was Elimelech and Naomi’s decision to escape 

God's judgement of famine upon Israel for sin and rebellion, by leaving the promised land of 

Bethlehem in Canaan for Moab. And when Elimelech died, it was Naomi who chose to stay! God is 

not our enemy. He is our Creator, our Deliverer and our sustainer. Yet in her bitterness Naomi has 

lost sight of all of this. “Don't call me Naomi call me Mara” she says.  

The sad thing here brothers and sisters, is that if she had of remembered her studies in the 

scriptures, she would have remembered that it was God who made “the bitter waters sweet” not 

the other way around. Exodus 15:22-26 “then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went to 

the desert of Shur. For three days they travelled in the desert without finding water. When they 

came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. That is why the place is called 

Marah. So the people grumbled against Moses saying, what are we to drink? Then Moses cried out 

to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water 

became sweet. There the Lord made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them. He 

said, if you listen carefully to the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you 

pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I 

brought on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, who heals you.” Yes “For I am the Lord who heals you.” 

God's desire is not to bring bitterness into the lives of those whom He loves. Unless that bitterness is 

designed to lead us back to Him as with the prodigal son. Yes God is the one “who heals us”, He 

makes our bitterness sweet. The piece of wood is thrown in by Moses and the bitter waters become 

sweet. The Cross of Jesus` Death is thrown into the lives of His people and that bitterness of being 

alienated from God is made sweet in reconciliation through Jesus!  

God desires to lead us back to Himself not turn us away. Listen to the depth of her anger and 

resentment toward God. “Call me Marah, because the Almighty has made my life very bitter. I went 

away full but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me, 

the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” Again dear friends, who forced Elimelech and 

Naomi to leave him for the green pastures of Moab? No one. Who forced Naomi to stay once her 

husband had died? No one. Sadly, she is reaping the bitterness of her actions here. God is not to 

blame. But He is the one who is going to turn her bitterness into healing. Yes the bitter waters of her 

life are about to be made sweet again. And if she would but open her eyes, she would see that God 

in His mercy, has already begun to do it. With the commitment and “noble character”, Godly 

character, and transformed life of this young woman Ruth, who has given up all, to go and stand by 

Naomi through all things!  

Yes sadly friends, this is often how it can be for us. That it's only when we turn around and look back 

upon our lives, can we begin to recognise God's loving hand upon us every step of the way. Yes 

Beloved, God has brought Naomi low, very low, but only that He draw her back to Himself to raise 

her up again! Brothers and sisters, it's good to look back upon our lives, yes to turn around and look 

back upon the years of God's goodness and Providence to us, and to remember and affirm that the 

Almighty has been with us and taking us by the hand and carrying us along, even when we'd felt 

alone. Most of you know that poem Footsteps. You know the one, where the man is walking along 

the sand and he sees God walking alongside him through life, as he always sees two sets of footsteps 

in the sand. Except during those most difficult times, when he only saw one set of footsteps in the 

sand. And he asked God, “Lord, why was it that I only saw one set of footsteps in the sand during my 

most difficult times? When God answers him, “My son, I love you and I would never leave you. 

During those times when you only saw the one set of footprints, it was then that I carried you!” 

Yes Naomi would again see the sweetness, not the bitterness of God`s Providence. V22 “so Naomi 

returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess her daughter in law, arriving in Bethlehem 
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as the barley harvest was beginning.” Can you see? That even the time she returned was perfect. 

The barley harvest was the first harvest of the season. We will see that even before they arrived, the 

Lord was preparing for their return at just the right time!  

Dear friends, we need to always remember that though it be extremely difficult at times, God's 

Providence for us is always perfect. And He leaves no thing to chance. Yes the two women arrived 

back home. It's a time of humility and pain for Naomi. A time of reflection and returning to God. Of 

rethinking why she is in this situation, yes a time of inner confession. And now God's work in her life 

can really begin. Because the soil of her heart has been made ready through hardship!  

Let's pray! 


